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Doston, Dec. 28..Particular attention
lias a&'aln heen drawn to the work of
the Harvard astronomical observatory,
both by the discovery of Novo Cuihac.
n "new" slur in the const* ll'Jtlun of
Carina nml the shipment <>i* the mag¬
nificent Bruce photographic telc.-cupo
tu the astronomical station at Am,.ttpa.
Inn ing the past 2.000 yens, from U o be¬
ginning of the record by the famous
astronomer lltppncchtis. the dlseovotvr
of the first so-called "new star." H. O.
134. down to the present day, only t'f-
leeh of this description have been no-jted; an .average of less than one In til
century. What n feather it Is there¬
fore for the o. i> of the il-arvanl ob¬
servatory to have made the latest ad¬
dition to ibis iioti.lile list und. more
even than this, to have won this credit
twice in succession. Before the min¬
im; Into view of Nova Ctirlnao, the last
in line was Nova Normao. .ihn n «lls-
cov< ry of the Harvard observ ttOryj
and. oddly enough, exactly two yearsearlier*
1h be stars, technically styled "hew."

nrc hoi permanent additions lb the
heavenly host. They conic *nto being
pr Into sight only to glow with an In¬
tensifying radiance ;*o- tt few wtelts or
months and then to iV.de away by .!i.---
rolutlon lnt.-> gaseous nebulae. Ti;i!
special Interest attaching to thesf- thiii*
bltory beacons of the sky i:: in the ma-
te. ti.l which they afford to students .rInstructive analysis and compvii Isun

delay would Impede or prevent the- re¬quisite Investigation.To the high Intelligence and complete¬ness cu* these provisions must be i.hUilthe special« equipment of the observa¬
tory in Photographie telÖ3CoiK?s and acollection of plates of priceless value.The Harvard observatory has the dis¬tinguished honor of having 'been ihufirst to uurlcttake stellar phbtbgruphyand of having carried the uhdertukihp,to proportions beyond any suggestion of
rivalry. The first photographic Imageof a star was taken at the Cambridgeobscrvntorj by Prof, tl. r. Bond andj Ji A. Whipple on July 17th. 1850. Adsgtierrectype plate was used and uhljthe brlghesl stars left :i permanentI Image. A few years later the work was
resumed with the ÜEC id' the collodionj process .and glass plates, and many ex¬
cellent photographs wer thus obtained.
In 1872 Dr. Henry Drapei was first to
snce: d in making a photograph show-lug the Ilm s in the spectrum of a star,
and witli tin- aid of more sensitive platesand other Improved appliances the »"l»-
Befvatory during the past ten years has
made gieat progress In the applicationof '.he art and in iis Collectloti Of !¦! il< s.
HOW STARS AnK PHOTOOIIAPHKD.

In photographing the stat'H a set nt
lenses prepared for the purpose takou
the place "f the object glass In lie- I-
escope and by the attachment of a
prism tu the buses photographs uf the
stellar spectra are obtained. It it;
through the Photographie telescopes
that tin- recent discoveries of new r.tuts
have been made, for an examination ol
the exposed plates showed a marlsod
difference in I lie spectra which is appur-
out even to an untrained eye.
With the use of the nv>-r sensitive

plates the faintest Bttirs visible t.. tin;
eye through the telescope have neon
photographed, und. In the photographsof ncbuliie and tliö most dlstitiit stars,the astonishing result bus been attain¬
ed of the reproduction of stars trio faint
to be seen by tin* 111' St pu»V lTtll teb s-
copes. The arcn of sky covered by th-
plate listjd by the Harvard Observatoryis inn square degrees, and a-. thi total
area of the shy la about 40.0W squaredegrees lot* plates are suilh lent to map
the entire sky. Complete photograph.*
if the heavens have been repeatedlyma.de by the obyervatory and IndtyMitnlstat s and clusters and region:' uf ilia sky
of special I literest have bcön c iveri d
by elaborate series nf plates Of the ut¬
most v «t Iwo lb Ihe st\t'.l'.»hts for Iii«? Iilveit-

are now maintaining a series of sta¬
tions for meteorological Observation»
extending from Mollendo, at a point 100
feet above sea level to ,K1 Mlstl on the
summit of a mountain lt».2U0 feet high.
.The intervening stations are Santa Ann.
:i.000 feet above sea level: La
Joya. l.lfiO feet: Arequipa, s.oco feet:
Cuzco; 11.Olli) feet: Alto do bis llueses.
13.390 Teet. and Ml. Blanc station on El
Mlstl, in.000.

j "At the more elevated stations it IsI Impracticable to keep obserycis contln-lously during lite winter season, but this
drawback bus been obviated In part byJibe use of the meteorogruph. an instru-

bliiUes of marked advances In our seien-
tlHc knowledge of the sturs and plan¬ets?"
"Half a century ago." said Professor

Pickering, "many people were Inclined
to look upon astronomy In the lluht of
n dead science, and It must be confessed
that there did not seem to be great en¬
couragement for ambitious obs.sTcrs in
the discuvery uf novelties with the ap¬pliances then at hand. Hut u greatchange for the better came wiih the ap¬plication of the spectroscope ami pho.tography to Ostronbutical research. The
spectroscope may be regarded as sec¬
ond only to the telescope In the hit-

Arcqnl]in Stniloii From ilio Mouth went.
inen I operated by cluck work anil re¬cording automatically wind direction
and velocity, pressure, temperature and

in Idlty. The meteorograph at the
Mt. I.tlanc station makes each record onIn separate roll of paper, und the live
rolln operated by the same clockwhich will run eight months without
rewinding. The meteorograph on tin-
summit of 131 Misti is In Bervice at the
highest elevation of any winter stationin the world. This Instrument was de¬
sign! tl and made especially for this sla¬
te.:i und it will be very gratifying to us,
if we succeed in making a continuous

ord at this and other stations in
fnci of the apparent difficulties."

rtnä the light which lliey east on the
formation of the untverro und its laws
l-lhhce astronomical science seeks as-
oiduously to determine th< constituents
of these bodies and their features of
resemblance or divergence with refer-
once to the permanent slurs.
For the extension of this scientific in¬

vestigation the Harvard observatory Is
to-day pre-eminently fitted it I- by no
peculiar or unearned favor of fortune'
that this observatory is to-day In the
forefront ol discover/, but simply be-
eausi i f its une(|U-ii rotniili tetiess of
equipment in astronomical stations, ap¬pliances ami observers, its stations at!
Cambridge, Mass.. and at ArcquipOi in!
Peru, on t!i.- slope of the Andes, afford
u complete field of view Of tile heavensi
surrounding both the Northern and)Southern hemispheres. This com pre-IItcnsivi range of survey is necessarilybeyond Ihc reach of any slnglo station,
no matter how advantageously situated
or superbly equipped for obscravtlon.

It has also at Arequlpa the largest1refracting telescope in use on the South¬
ern hemisphere, at a point where the1
steadiness and clearness of tin- atmos¬
phere are exceptionally favorable for
astronomical work.. This Instrument. a|13-Inch Itoyden tel./v.lve, is not of,lurgc slssc compared with the 36-Inch
Lick refractor or with many others
north of the equator, but its observa¬
tions are of great comparative value in
view of the fad that there are so few
telescopes of even moderate power injthe stations south of ihr equator.
By the co-operation of the two sta¬

tions under one general director or head
every Important piece of work Unit Is
undertaken can be extended according
to an uniform plan so as to Include
stars in all parts of tin- sky. ranging
from pole to polo. Il has the most ml-1
timely complete chart of the heavens
which has ever been prepared and It Is]the only observatory which ii now mak¬
ing yearly a complete photograph of ibejheavens visible from both Northern
and Southern hemispheres. In the con-jduet of the work carried on at the two,
observing stations admirable arrangc-l
ments hove been mnde to secure facll-.l
ity of reference and co-operation, and
telegraphlocommunication U used when]

K'hotogrnpSilc Telescope
tigallon of stellar problems. The col¬
lection of plates now stored at
Cnmbrldo, constructed especiallyfor ihe purpose, exceeds äO/jO') in iirhrher and ttic addltb h n ih year to
year of about T.ui'U plates Is how going
on.
Sir Edwlh Arnold has lately found

cause for regret in the general limita¬
tion of modern astronomical v.- rk to
the ascertainment of fact" and in Ihu
failure 6f astronomers to "use the lieh
sublimity of the comic side of their
business," The best thing thai could
happen to mankind, he says, would be
If a great astronomer had been born s:
poet or |f a groat i.I should become ah
astronomer. The astronomers of the
Harvard Observatory uro inclined to
think, on the other hand tint tl«<> Illu¬
mination of mankind is not really >ic-
pendeut on the conjunction f the poetand astronomer in the same person.The prolonged, path nt. and acute ob¬
servation, the careful weighing of the
evidence, and the scientific attainmentthat are requisite for astronomical
advances can hardly be reconciled with
the poetic temperament or faculty, and
It seems idle t.mplnlu because nature
has not combined them. The observers
at Cambridge and Arcqtilpa are avow¬
edly Intent upon Ihe accumulation fjfacts for the enrichment of our knbwl-1
edge of Hie universe and Ps laws and]they have faith that the field of poetical
or speculative treatment will be better
filled by Sir Edwin Arnold and i thor
experts In this department of htiriitin
enden wr.

EXTENSION OP THE WORK.
"What has been done recently for

the extension of the work of the Har¬
vard Observatory?" 1 asked of Prof.
Howard C. Pickering, director of the
observatory, in a recent call at the sta¬
tion In Cambride.
"A 24-lnch photographic telescope has

been provbh d and is how on ihe way
lo the station nt Arequlpa," he raid.
"This powerful telescope, when er. ctetl
in a position sj favorable for obsorva-
tlon ami photographic work, will be of
much service In Ihe determination of I
points now doubtful and generally In
the extension of our knowledge of the I
stats visible from the Southern hemls- I
phere. Wo have completed also and

"What nrc tlio most urgent needs of
astronomical research tö-day?"
"¦An Increase In the number of 6b-

si rvlng stall« :is south of the equator,"lie replied, "and an Increase in the pow-of the telescope in these southernstations, it Is a singular fact, and onenot very creditable to tin- discretion ofoiir astronomical endowments, that thex irthorn hemisphere is so overloadedproportionally with observatories. Ofthe eighty telescopes in use to-day.with object glasses of twelve Inchesdiameter or more, sevonty-six are Instatii ns tu rth of tin- equator, ami onlyfour, or on< -:'.., nth in of the whole num¬ber, in stations in the Southern hemi-spiii Of this scanty proportion, too.not one has an object glass exccedlntthirteen inches in diameter, or. in otherwords, there is no refracting telescopesouth of the equator to-day <>f one-hallthe size of our largest Instruments InNorth American or European stations.\N"!n n we consider the comparative nov¬
elty and possibilities of the southernileld of observation, it is really vexingto r ¦. endowment after endowment go¬ing into the erection of new Northernobservatories or additional telescopeswin n the Southern hemisphere Is soliest itute.
..There is a misplaced local pride, too.oh the part of well-meaning contrlbu-

tots which insists blindly on the erection of an observatory, as if It were alocal monument or attraction. The at¬mosphere of any large city Is Inevita¬
bly clouded and unsaticfactoty for tin
astronomical station, and the essentialfreedom from jarring cannot possibl)be secured within city limits. More¬
over, the Introduction of electric light,brilliant and desirable as they an- for
city ser'vlce.ls found to Intel fere seriouslywith the observation of faint objects,such as comets, nebulae and zodiacal
phenomena. In truth .the' Ideal placefor the location of an observatory Is inthe heart of a great desert or on an
Isolated mountain p' ak. but these sltua-
lions nre doubtless less desirable than
city streets for advertising purposes. If
observatories nre to lie erected chiefly
as memorial tablets or for the at true-
lions of sight-seers."
POSSIBILITIES OK ASTRONOMY. !
"What are the probnlitles or possl-

portatncu nf Its contributions to our
knowledge of the physical properties of
the stairs. It has given us Information
of the origin and composition of the
heavenly bodies otherwise unattainable
twill also of the velocity and peculiar!-j ties of their movemi nts.
"The Increase in the slssc and |m\vi r

uf telescopic object gin---: has been! remarkable also dining the half cen¬
tury ju«t closed. In 1850 the largestrefracting telescopes wcire those at HieRussian National and Harvard ohservu-I torlos, both of ir>-lnch upet tute. TheI object glass of the iofra«tor at the
Lick observatory to-day is thirty-sixIncites in diameter, and the one latelyconstructed for tin- Verki - observatoryof the Chicago Unlveialty is fortyindies in diameter. At stations whereclear utmoaplvece permits the full util¬ization of the greati r power of the en¬larged telescopes their service In tin-
extension of knowledge of tin- heaven-is of high value.
"In photography as applied to astron¬

omy the- principal advance to lie lookedfor is in the Increase of sensitivenessof plates, hut it Is unfortunately trueI that certain difficulties In the way hi
. their use will Inevitably Inet capo with! the sensltlvi aees The fogging of theI j dates on moonlight nights Is alreadyjeo great that lung exiiosureti eeiinot be!I mrL'L- with tel< scopes of large angularapertuiv?, and any marked Increase ofsensitive neu?« will make II Impossibleto work to advantage in the vicinity of
a large city on account of the illumina¬tion i>f th" Bttnoiiphere by irrlillclaJlight. It will then ho necessary to takethe photographs In plai es far from cen¬
ters of I opula 11 .:i and pi fcrably at
great elevations, whore the reflectingatmosphere i.; diminish* d Iii amount
"As to the possible enlargement by;this < :. oth ! means of the number ofstars known to us no approximate lim¬it i-«:i be llxed. It has lieeti estimatedthat as many as twenty mllll n dis¬tinct stars will appear uikiii the plant-sphere! of the visible) heavens whencompi led by the photographic repro¬duction of stars down to the four¬teenth magnitude. In the Investiga¬tion of ihe planets, the npplleallon ofphotography Is of comparatively tdlghtservice. This i.- particularly Illustratedin the contrasted views of Mars, ob¬tained from a photographic plat aridby the drawings made from the tele¬scopic observations of this planet."Of the Invisible und Immeasurableregions beyond the farthest reach of

any Instrument known to us to-day we
can only conjecture by Inferences fromthe heavens within our range of view.It is safe to st:y. however, that there Isho evidence that we are npprouchlriga Until In our knowledge ¦ f the extentof the universe."
Upon some points of recent and call¬

ous Inquiry and speculation, ProfessorPickering prefers to preserve his opin¬ions. The visible Mars lire kn'owii Idbo of like character to our sun ami
niav be centres of Kolar systems like
ours, hut Ihe possible existence andtiuniber of Invisible planet.? like bureartli ari> i:ill matters Of surmise. As
to the existence of vegetable and animal
lite In any of the planets there Is still«I itibt and disagreement If not opencontroversy. By some astronomers it is
confidently maintained that Mars andVenus in particular are adapted to >us-
tain vegetable and even nniirial lif--.
Venu* Is so constantly enveloped In
clouds that observation.-; are difficult,;but Ihls plain t is said to b«- app.uently
passing thr ugh conditions like thoseof our own earth years ago. its ut-I
tnosph. ro is of twice the density of thai
of our earth and animals that mayexist upon it would be modified cor;respondlngly.
The atn: 'sphere of Mans is about

one-half ns dense as that of the earth
and this condition will produce a like
modification of any life existing on this
plain:. That the surface of Mars is
singularly marked by a number of lines
Is determined by such a concurrence of
Independent observations that It may
now !>.. safely accepted a^- a fact, but
Perclval Lowell is still In advance of
the majority of astronomers in his pos-itlve conclusion thai these lines are
stretches of vegetation Indicating the
courses of irrigating canals constructeel
by creatures of high intelligence arid
powers, It Is pointed out by the more
conservative observers like Prof. AsaphHall that Mars seen through the tel¬
escope is relatively like the moon seen
by the naked eye. and the determina¬
tion of even the largest objects on the
face of the mtron Is still difficult and in
dispute, as for example the questionof the existence of bodies of water on
thlB satellu*. ELIOT LOP.D.

HOW SERPEMTS SLEEP
They Do Hot Close Their Eyes Because

They Have No Lids.

SOMETHING ABOUT NOCTURNAL SNAKES.
These «11« t'.yciS ICcptilcM Ar«' Allog.'lh-
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(Copyright, 1895, by S. S. McClure,
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>in- of the most curious facts with
regard to shakes ia :lint their eyes are
never closed. Sleeping or waking, alive
or dead, they lire always wide-eyed, U'
we take a dead one and examine It
closely we shall sunn lind the reason.
there are no eyelids. The eye I.« protect¬ed nly by a strong scale w hich forms
a part of the epidermal envelope and I.;
cast off In ihe piece with that every
time the reptile moults. This eye plate
is as clear ami transparent as glass
and allows the most perfect vision,
while a: the mme time It is so hard
and tough as to perfectly protect the
delleal.'gnn within from the thorns
and twigs among which, In High! froth
enemies, or in pursuit of prey, the rep¬
tile so often hurriedly glides.
When we and oilier warm blooded

animals sleep, our eyelids close t shut
out light, -while the pupil relaxes or
opens, in serpents tin.- action of the pu¬
pil is tli.- reverse of ours.it tontraota
or closes as a cat's does iu sunlight.
Only yesterday it was that I saw an

example ol this In one of my copper¬
heads. Tin .ho deadly vipers have eyes
with a vertical pupil like the cat's.
Nov.- tin- copperhead wit nsleep for the
pupil of the eye was hardly apparent.

It appeared like a fine hailrlike mark
of black, upon the eye-hall. With the
intention of feeding him. I put a frog
into bis cage. Op seeing the snake the
fioe; was Intensely alarmed and began
jumping wildly against the glass, in
one of its leaps It alighted on tin- head
of tho copperhead and awoke him. As
I eat finite close id tin- cage I could ob¬
serve mc/si clearly tin- pupil dilating.
Then his vibrating tongue came forth,
feeling the air In his vicinity. He had
probably been dreaming of frogs, for.
as the creature Jumped again, lie ddrti il
Open-mouthed upon it. and held It se¬
cure in bis Jaws. His eyes were not now
marked with tin- hair-like lim- of black
as bl for.-, but bad i|iilt<- an exten¬
sive pupil, vertically elongated, as if
inclosed between two segments of a

circle. Two hour- alter he had fin¬
ished his mess 1 went again to the cage
The snake was lying coiled and certain¬
ly asleep with tin- same lint- black line
as before marked across his eyel *!;
from abov.- downwards. As I poundi
on the enge witli my list to awake him
I saw the pupil again Bloviiy dilating
until it grew as big as before Then
tin- inquiring tongue wa - pushed trem¬
ulously forth anil he Industriously set
out to explore the corners of the cage
evidently searching for another frog.
CAT-KYKD SNAKSlf? MOST DAN-

I'.KKOl'K.
As the fiercest and most terrible of

the predatory mammals are tin- great
night-prowling cats so also in Ihn ser¬

pent kingdom, the most potent in
strengt h or venom, viz.' the vlperldne
.nid boldno. are cat-eyed ami nocturnal.
TCxcept when they are thirsty you will
rarely find them wandering In the duy-

lime. The colubrltlae or common
harmless snakes' eyes have round pu¬
pils und sleep ut night, being activechieily during tin hours «.r eimn-rnr.
During extensive travi la in the wilder

parts of the world In prosecution of
tin- study of snakes, l have hud many
ii ti listing adventures with sleeping
ones. Hume of these encounters had in
I hem a seasoning of danger, while oth¬
ers wen- marked by a touch of ihe
ridiculous, inn all of them were amus¬
ing, ami Instructive, too. Inasmuch on
they showed the behavior of the sleep¬
ers before "an1' after their waking.

i shall never forget my firs! meeting
with n large puff adder, one of the most
deadly of serpents In Currle's Kloof.I in-nr Gnthnmstown, in South Africa.
Tired and exhausted with the heal Of
tin- sun, I had descended to the bed of
¦a drled-up'stream to lie down and raptbeneath the leafy trees which shaded
it. I chose a spot m ire than usuallysecluded, had taken off my coat and
laid it on tin' grass and was about to
stretch myself on Ihe slope with myfeel to a tree thai was old and de-
cmylng, when i was struck by ihe
strange beatify of what appeared to he
a targe fonguo. Bitch as often grows on
am i, in trees. H was quite close to thetrunk between the protruding roots. It
was colon d differently from all the
fungi I had previously pceh. beep vel¬
vet black and golden yellow it was. In
form It was (lat and circular and was
about a fool to dlnmiiler. Charmed
by its curious loveliness, I approachedand stooped over to examine II. Hor¬
ror of horrors! 1« was a frightful puffadder. At Hint lime I wait a beginner
and knew little of pnnkca xcnpl what
I heard or read. These dreadful puffadders are undoubtedly aiming the
worst serpents in Ihn world. Postens
In '-'-nth Africa bed died or their biles
within the year and every one told me
that they could acitiallv jump batik-.vrirds tor a rllst-ipc of ecvert) feet.P*or ii inon-. nl I stood there, "till sto-in-
Ine. tr.-'"sn-' d v-nv. vp» -«-wi n<-tonf«h-incht. My blood felt chilling in myveins, «eovld '". Ihm:» an* Nil me r*«
' stood? Knowing w«ll ihm my life
donep'lod on caution; 1 licgnh to move
buckwards as slowly us i eotilili WhevI got plx feel awnv 1 feil safer, and
then.strange compounds that irieh tir«-1
.eurhvtllv ronitueretl f^nr. and 1
stopped to admire hihi; l glinted over
his loveliness. I coveted him for u nel
and determined lo capture him altv."
That In- saw me I felt assured. H|<s
eyes wore open. T hadn't yet fathanu-d
the sei let Of Ills Sleep.
A STRUGGl-K WITH A PTJPF ADDRR
Ho was lying in ii fat path .evidently

watching for rats and was too busy to
notice tx:'\ Trusting that he would wait
then- I went for assistance and soon
returned with a companion arid n stout
polo :i or ten fe: t long. Approaching
cautiously t got this over his neck and
pressed Itlm forcibly to Ihe ground. To
prevent id ti getting loose, my compan¬
ion also held on to It.

careful to hold him down." s:i!d
f, "for failure means (tenth."
We nrobahly pressed pretty heavily.

for both were excited and apprehensive
of danger, though fully determined to
get him. Trusting my comnanIon t r>
hi the stiel: aerc?s his reel;. I man-'
ojri r lo get my fingers round his throat
.tust behind Ihe head. 1 lifted hltn up.
He was as thlsk as a man's arm. but not
more than two and a half fort In length.
To my astonishment; h i bud never mov¬
ed, and even now that 1 bud him by the
throat the only sign of life he gave was
the exertion Of his double pointed ton-
gue. As my coat was lying on the grassj
arid 1 did not wish to go through the
town in shirtsleeves, i detcirmlned to
ptit it on, but how whs I to do this, hold¬
ing a living puff adder by the neck. I
dnred not transfer him. from one hand

to the other nor even to give .him-'
my usslstunt. The consequences W
too mucli to risk. As he was, a ah
{.hough thick Hnulio.*i-dc.tevminerl to 1}lilm as I liad him and push my ajsunk"' and all through the sleeve^companion held the coal tuid I pusl
my clutched list Into the sleeve,
he felt the cloth rubbing against
nose, he opened his mouth avid IntelIt with his rungs. Me wus th.sn h
way through the sleeve. Now he \thoroughly awake und gave every e
denct! gf It by hla violent contortlqlie lashed himself about, ousted
mouth In vain efforts to bite me £
sent the venom from bis mouth
streams over my lingers. The con
qtience was that 1 had to hold hlltihe was and go home In shirt sleevesw
my coat thrown over my arm. He'treally bn-ti asleep while. 1 caught li
and only woke up slowly after I had.
lingers clutched round his thtoat.
Not all snake sleep so convenlen

for catching, In shady spots at the roof trees.
DAY SLEEPING TREE BOAS.

At Maravtal, near Port of Spain,.the Island of Trinidad, one day whe.
was there, a large snake was diso
ered colled in the top of the huge ba.boos shading the reservoir which 1piles the city with water. They t(
phoned me to come up. When I
lived 1 found the serpent had las!
himself securely In the very top of
bamboos, seventy feet above th«» wa/(
The bamboo he was In was partlaseparated from the others, and as.:wind was blowing pretty strongly,was swaying Incessantly through^arc of some thirty feet. I saw ir
the ground that the snake was n xljhurl, or tree boa, decidedly nootur,in hir. habits, or course he was sen
asleep. There was only one way.tp'jhimi"jt d'.-wn the bamboo:'»;.i6drop him in the water. Soon frotora
ground to its apex the brancheStS
jhrated with the blows of the f'jcst. wieJed cm ;lThe leaves aroundJ .*
11-MiiM'-tl with every stroke. Still-.
never moved. He slept, through. lt'iilard whiit is more, when at last!

[cutting was llnlshed and the lo
bamboo roil out Into the water, land!
.him In the middle of the reservoir^wasn't in a lilt of a hurry to unloc/sö'
coils. He watUet! a few minutes to Jt'round him and then swam out. ori:.'i
a nit, whore lie was very much fl

pi i.-'f.l and indignant to find hm»
my prisoner with my fingers clutch!his throat.
While hunting-in the Island of Guntin the same I land of Trinidad, I t

a curious Intctiew with one biffi
saiv.e day-sleeping tree' boas. Ait
one of the streams coming down Hi
the hills was searching for the bo
rops atrox. better known as the dra
,¦.1 i'i r do lance. As the bank's Wit
these snakes aiv nwst usually .St
were thickiy covered with bush.^ffejsldered it better and safer to'..SigIn the bed of the stream, where J-jafiat i:t-t have both banks In view,'a
at the same time be out of duri'gtns
stepping incautiously upon one. To'
sure, my feet were In the water, frfjihad often to wade to the knees, bufesliV.ii.:»'! count in the tropics, wh,'
water Is warm and wetting easily d*l
I had pone for some miles up the jitfe
bed, when 1 came to a pool w$thbranch hanging out over the mttdSKrem the water to the bran»h$ffive f, >>t or loss and upon the' 1a'§§colled and nsleep, wa :.. tree boa.
very same kind I had got n't M«i$S
That this fellnv was aaleep there^ano doubt whatever. Up never rn'oS
nr. I walked right up to him.. He'ijgBcolled securely In the branches'jtti&ga level with my face. I approaches^I looked clear Into his eyes. .TJs'^jQ

(Continued on Tenth PatÄ}?.^|


